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The long-wave weather pattern over North America began changing at the end 
of February, and the change persisted through March. A long-wave trough 
replaced the ridge that had been entrenched for months over the West, and 
embedded in the trough was a series of Pacific storms that brought a dramatic 
end to the drought that had plagued, especially, the Sierra of California and 
the Sawtooth Range of Idaho. 


Four storms hit the Sierra: the ist-5th, 11th-15th, 18th-21st, and 
24th-27th. Mammoth Mtn received 59" of snow on the ist-5th, and Sugar Bowl got 
66" on the 1st-3rd. On the 4th, Alpine Meadows recorded 8 hours of sustained 
winds of i20 mph, and Squaw Valley recorded a gust to 160 mph. On-the 
18th-19th Mammoth got 44" of new snow, and on the 24th-26th, Sugar: Bowl got 71" 
while Alpine Meadows got 62". For the month, Alpine Meadows received almost 
25" of water equivalent and wound up with 280% of normal snowfall while Mammoth 
got 250%, and Squaw Valley, 230%. For Sugar Bowl and Alpine Meadows, it was 
their greatest-ever one-month snowfall in more than 20 years of recordkeeping. 


In the Cascades of Washington, Crystal Mtn reached 150% of normal snowfall 
while Mt. Rainier-Paradise got 140% and Stevens Pass, 100%. The largest storm 
was on the 2nd-6th when 65" fell at Mt. Rainier, 43" at Snoqualmie Pass, and 
38" at Crystal Mtn. Mt. Hood Meadows, OR got missed by the big storms and 
ended the month with 90% of normal snows, while Alyeska, AK was north of the 
storm track and received 85%. 

In the Intermountain region, most sites received steady, lignt snows all 
month. Jackson Hole, WY recorded 126% of normal; Bridger Bowl, MT, 115%; 
Snowbird, UT, 97%; and Big Mtn, MT, 96%. Solitude, UT had measurable snow on 
26 days of the month. Somehow, Big Sky, MT got skipped and recorded only 83% 
of normal. But Sun Valley, ID did not get skipped: helped by 25" on the 
4th-5th, Sun Valley received 210% of normal, its second largest March snowfall 
of record. 


The Pacific storms held together across the Great Basin and brought 
above-normal snows to all sites in Colorado and record snows to many. Steady, 
light doses of snow all month were the rule, but a few big dumps fell also. 

For example, Wolf Creek got 33" on the ist-2nd, and on the 6th, Winter 
Park/Mary Jane got 27" and Vail, 23". For the month, Gothic got 230% of 
normal; Crested Butte, 200%; Wolf Creek, 175%; Aspen Mtn and Copper Mtn, 170%; 
Purgatory, Monarch, Beaver Creek, and Winter Park, all 160%; Berthoud Pass and 
Vail, 155%; Aspen Highlands, Sunlight, and Winter Park/Mary Jane, 140%; Red Mtn 
Pass and Telluride, 130%; and Breckenridge, 100%. The following sites received 
their heaviest March snows of record: Gothic, Crested Butte, Wolf Creek, Aspen 
Mtn, Beaver Creek, Vail, Sunlight, Winter Park/Mary Jane. 


Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station 


With the heavy and widespread snows, March was by far the busiest month for 
avalanches this winter. All mountain ranges in all regions of the West 
experienced avalanche cycles at one time or another in March. After all, the 
snows of March mostly fell on shallow, weak snow covers that were incapable of 
handling the stress. Note that Alpine Meadows reported almost 600 avalanches, 
numbers reminiscent of winters past. 


Twenty-six avalanche incidents were reported in March. Several were 
notable and two caused deaths, the sixth and seventh of the season. In 
chronological order: On the 3rd and 4th, snowcats were caught by slides at 
Kirkwood Meadows and Squaw Valley, CA, respectively. On the 6th at Snowmass, 
CO, a patroller was injured when caught -- out for the season. Also on the 6th 
during a period of extreme hazard around Ashcroft, CO (near Aspen), a woman ski 
tourer was buried and killed in a huge avalanche that had released naturally 
more than 2,000 feet above her. Many others witnessed the half-mile-wide 
avalanche. Rescuers recovered her body two days later. This avalanche 
followed a similarly-large slide on the 5th in an adjacent valley that narrowly 
missed a party of six snowmobilers. 


On the 17th on Loveland Pass, CO, two men riding hard-plastic sleds down a 
gully triggered and were buried by an avalanche. One survived, but the second 
did not. He was buried 5 feet deep for 20 minutes. He thus became the fifth 
person to die by avalanche in Colorado and the seventh in the U.S. this season. 


Lastly on the 29th, a snowmobiler near Snoqualmie Pass, WA collapsed a 
cornice, fell onto the steep slope beneath, and triggered a shallow avalanche. 
The victim suffered a broken ankle and other injuries in the fall. 


In March, a total of 33 people were reported caught, 11 partly buried, 3 
buried, 3 injured, and 2 killed. For the season, there have been a total of 97 
incidents which have caught 116, partly buried 32, buried 15, injured 9, and 
killed 7. Additionally, eight vehicles have been caught and two lightly 
damaged. Two buildings have sustained slight damage. 
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